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East Goes West

The Station had a flurry of activity during the
week - gardening and cleaning to spruce it up
for the big rally. The riders gathered champ-
ing at the bit, their mounts were arranged
outside and the first course was under way.
There were several riders showing off their
new colours, but one little guy in particular
stole the show (see 2™ picture on page 3).

It was the start of another Progressive Dinner
and the theme for tonight was Chinese.
Simon, our first host, had soup and buns at
the ready. With our fill of the good broth
sitting comfortably in our stomachs, we
headed outside, packed our saddle bags and
posed for another photo. It’s hard to get too
far without one! The mounts were starting to
get restless, so with a hoop and a holler, we
set off for our next destination.

Down the laneway and over the bridge, clat-
tering and chattering as we went. There were
fine colts and fillies out tonight (plus a few
geldings) and high spirits were abundant. It
didn’t take long before a few broke from the
pack, stampeding away and letting their hair
flow. They were soon roped back into the fray
and corralled at the bottom of a steep hill.
Unfortunately, as often happens at these
events, one mount was struck down lame.
Although it is customary to put the mount
down, fast work by the “specialists” soon had
it and the rider back in the game.

Noel’s Homestead had that new, just-moved-
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in feel about it. With §
Maxi their dog to
greet everyone, it fel
right homely. The §
trouble with new
fangled equipment is |
that it is often com-
plicated. Just ask
Bridget about the
oven! It didn’t take
long before the entree
of satay sticks, dips, and those triangular
things, were consumed. The riders were
ready to go, my steed had to be stabled and 1
took the car from then on. The rest of the
herd sped off into the night and were lead
around a new route. This proved to be much
quicker and they arrived for mains before the
mains!

By the time I arrived they had sent out
sentries to guide me into the corral. The
small but quaint Quarters of Lorraine were
crammed wall to wall with starving riders. I
was lucky to get through the door without
being mobbed. Thankfully dinner was soon
being scoffed down. The delights of Lor-
raine’s two dogs kept one rider (Rhys) par-
ticularly amused. The delights of the feast
kept everyone’s tastebuds wanting more.
From Steamed Rice (which was still being
eaten weeks later), to Chicken Satay, Beef
and Vegetables, the riders grazed for hours.

With sacks full of drink, the riders once again
trundled into the night. This time, however,
they had an air of determination about them.
They had to get back to the Station safely and
finish the night with every rider’s favourite -
dessert. Simon had prepared fresh fruit
salad, ice cream and cake, which was soon
devoured.

As the sun set on another progressive dinner,
some riders drifted off into the night, others
stayed. As with most riders at the end of the
day, bellies full to the brim, and mounts
safely locked away, they sipped port and
remembered tales of trips gone by - what a
way to finish.
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NEW MEMBERS

A hearty welcome is extended to the follow-
ing new members who have joined since the
last Newsletter.

Kate Curwen
Tony Gillespie
Carole Czermak (welcome back)

Hope to see you “on your bike” on one of the
rides!
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March 3-5
For everyone who enjoyed the Hooky’s hos-
pitality last year, and everyone else who was
envious, once again the Hook family have
opened their home to allow you to enjoy great
country hospitality. Cycle full pannier style
to Bindoon or sweet-talk Debbie into carry-
ing your bags in the back of the ute. Accom-
modation is either pitching your tent on the

back lawn or staying at one of the local
B&B's.

Itinerary
Saturday March 3 — 80km

We’ll meet at Midland train station at 9:00am
for a gentle ride up to Bullsbrook for a brief
stop to visit shops if need be. Then through
the Chittering Valley possibly stopping for
DT’s at Orange Grove (if open) or see a

i winery for some tasting and lunch. Then

finally on to the Hook establishment for a
BBQ tea and to sample your wine purchases.

Sunday March 4 — 30km?

Lazy day, so roll out of bed when you can,
have some breakfast, take a ride to a local
winery (trying to avoid the worst of the hills)
then on to raid the local bakery for lunch. T
advise eating lots of sweet things for the hill
climb back home for a siesta. Tea ideas are
welcome.

Monday March 5 — 80km

Get up, have breakfast, pack up tents ready
for about 9:00am departure for return to
Midland via a similar route as you came.
For all those who think they can hack a
country retreat call Hooky or Simon for your
spot. Bookings and a $5 deposit are required
before Wednesday February 28, but late in-
quiries are welcome.

Organiser: Hooky ® 9576 1246 (H)

or contact Simon & 9271 2959 (H)
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Runners

World

Perth's specialisi running
& triathlon store

5 FITZGERALD ST PERTH
(Near cnr Roe St) Ph 9227 7281

Olivers

10% Discount for
CTA Members

CANNINGTON
94587716

M
April 13-16
This year we’ll be going down to the YHA
hostel at Pimelia near Pemberton for Easter.
Pimelia is a pretty, old ex-timber cutting
group of shacks set amongst tall karri trees in
a very quiet location off the main road and
about 10km from Pemberton. There will be
both on-road and off-road options for those
that wish to bring their mountain bikes.

There are numerous things to do down at
Pemberton including marron farm/restau-
rants, tree lookouts to climb, train and tram
trips, trout fishing, Karri Valley resort to
visit, lots of local walking trails and water
falls in the area, and of course the local craft
shops and wineries, or just read a book and
relax. It is anticipated to have a combined
evening meal on Good Friday because of the
limited facilities that may be open on this day
and going out for dinner on Saturday and
Sunday nights.

Most people will travel down on Good Friday
(April 13) but enquires are being made for
those who wish to drive down on the Thurs-
day night before. Car pooling can be ar-
ranged and if enough interest is shown the
club’s trailer maybe used to take the bikes
down.

The accommodation will cost $15/night ($45
per person for the weekend). Numbers are
limited with the cabin sleeping only 14 peo-
ple, so book early because positions will fill
quickly. Bookings with money up front must
be made by March 31.

Organiser: Stan ® 9276 6066 (H)

Mind Teaser

EIGHT YEARS OLD

A girl was eight years old on her first
birthday. How could that be?

ISSUE 155 ANSWER

The Penny Black - The postmark used
at the time was always black and it was
therefore difficultto tell whethera stamp
had been franked or not. This led to
people reusing used stamps. On a
Penny Red the black post mark was
clearly visible.


































