|
Al

UHAIN LETTER

Newsletter of the CY CLE TOURING ASSOCIATION OF W.A. (INC.)

May/June 2004

Issue 176

This years Easter weekend away was canned
due to a big event starting a week after Easter
the “30™ Anniversary Tour”. Devo was the
only taker for the weekend, but he also said
“Yes™ to a question I asked in the last Chain
Letter (Issue 175) — Crazy Boy!

So over Easter Devo road south via Kwinana;
Myalup and finally Carlaminda (home approx
25km SE of Bunbury). Arriving on Sunday
giving Devo Monday to rest and check over
the bike. Having Easter at home gave me a
chance to pack up with leisure and do farm-
ing duties.

The reasons for riding to Albany was:

1.To get fit

2.Have wanted for a while to ride to the start
of a tour. Do a full Tour!

3.Had to take five weeks of leave off for the
tour — 2 weeks prior and 1 week after.

Please send all articles and pictures
for the next newsletter to the Editor
Tim no later than June 26.

The goal was to make Albany in 5 days.

Day 1 Carlaminda to Boyup
Brook 85km
The time now is 9:45pm Tuesday 13* April
2004.

It’s a relief to be in Boyup Brook as at one
stage | did not think we were going to get
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The day started 6:00am DOTC (Duties Other
Than Cycling) — put out hay to the stock, time
taken 1 %4 hours. By 9:30am both Devo and
myself were ready, photo taken and we were
on the road. 1.5km later [ was heading home
to get the Ute to pickup Devo and the bike
Tiger. Thehandlebars would not stay straight
as the locking wedge had stripped threads, by
the second bike shop in Bunbury, Tiger was
fixed!

12:00pm back on the road for take II. We
climbed out of the Ferguson Valley and de-
scended into the Preston Valley 24km. Time
for lunch — Lowden store was closed as of
24/1/04! And a black cloud was lingering
near by, so lunch was on the bike while riding.

..... continued on pages 2 and 3



We arrived at the Mumballup Tavern at
2:00pm. “Let’s stop here Tony.” “No! Wilga
is the goal - Plan B (60km), or + 25km to
Boyup Brook —we will be heading down”, so
we went on. We climbed for long enough out
of the Preston Valley, about Skm from Wilga
it plateaued out. The goal had changed —
Boyup Brook at 85km — a hot shower and a
can of coke!

Devo’s lost belief in me. 1 said the last 9km
into Boyup Brook must be down hill as it
follows a brook. It was not down hill — there
were a few climbs! — we did camp on the
banks of the Blackwood River — there were
more downs than ups.

But we made it! 5:50pm!

D1 88.10km: Time 5h02°07: Av 17.5km/h:
Max 52,5km/h

Boyup Brook is COLD! — Beanie is needed
and Gloves are needed when cooking dinner.

_ The goal for Wednesday — Tonebridge 60km;
or Frankland 100km. Devo wants to be in
camp by 4:00pm so he can setup and eat in
the light.

Devo commented — that he has been lead to
believe that Tony’s Tours are HARD! Rosie
have you been speaking to Devo?

Devo does not know what awaits him within
5 to 10 minutes from camp — the granny gear
will be needed.

Special thanks goes out to Devo for waiting
for me at the top of every hill.

Day 2 Boyup Brook to
Tonebridge 60km

D162.28km; D2 150.38km; Time 3h27°25™;
Av 18.0km/h; Max 50.2km/h

Hills — not as bad as Day |

Left camp 11:00am after replacing a broken
spoke on the rear wheel cluster side. This is
No 3 repair — Karen’s broken chain; Devo’s
handle bar locking bolt and now my spoke!
[Now with hindsight carrying 10L of water
in a bladder over the rear wheel due to the
possibility of a wild camp did not help. [
continued to carry 8L on Day 2 as this was
going to be a wild camp and we needed
water. |

In Boyup Brook we visited the Sand Sculp-
tures at the local swimming pool complex —
“Noah’s Lark™.

day was fine and sunny plus a tail wind to this
point unlike yesterday where it was cold and
the dark clouds followed us. Today it lightly
drizzled after lunch off and on.

3:50pm Gotto camp—Devo wasmost pleased
to arrive before 4:00pm.

Dinner: Coffee: pumpkin soup: pasta sauce
and vegies; fruit salad desert and some dried
fruit. Tonight is not as cold as Boyup Brook
— cloud in the sky.

Photo on opposite page — “Some fury ani-
mals found in the bush.”

Time is 7:30pm.

Day 3 Tonebridge to Frankland
45km

D1 47.82km; D2 198.12km; Time 2h52°38™;
Av 16.6km/h; Max 42.0km/h

9:15am Left camp after fixing another spoke
— cluster side. Heard the spoke go when
going to bed — placed the front food pannier
on the rear rack off the ground away from
fury creatures. On leaving camp saw four
wallabies playing chicken with the bike I
assume the first two were number 3 and 4
coming back across the road. The gravel
road came soon enough (20km last year) —
Devo was most unpleased with the gravel. 1
was able to wait for Devo at the top of the
hills — my turn to wait / rest. After 12 and bit
km’s of gravel it ended (8km short of last
yearstrip), we stopped and checked the bikes.
I had lost one of two screws to the rear rack
and the other one was coming undone. Devo
was complaining that his mouth was full of
Gravel Dust! — Devo next time close your
mouth when a car goes by!

The next arranged stop was the Alkoomi
winery, passed Devo at the entrance of the
winery and went in to make a purchase (no
tasting though!) after a short chat — [ was
remembered from last year. Packed, left the
winery and Devo was nowhere to be seen —1
assumed he’d gone ahead — interesting he
does not have a map (nor did 1), after passing
a leather glove on the road, I began to doubt
that Devo was ahead. Stopped to chat with a
motorist that had stopped — he had not seen
Devo, shortly afterwards Devo was seen com-
ing down the road. Devo missed the cellar
door sale sign and continued down the gravel
winery track to a rickety old bridge, before
riding back up the ride to find me gone!
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After a short stop it was off to Frankland for
lunch, Devo must have been elsewhere as he
left his “Big Issue” bag on the ground when
taking off. 1:00pm Frankland and camp, the
afternoon sun’s quite warm. Pizza is on the
menu tonight. We are dinning out as the gas
BBQ is not guaranteed to work.

Devo’s off souvenir hunting — Country Club.

Frankland is a quiet town — God help them
when 120 Bikies come to town in October
(On Your Bike).

Devo’s back with astubby holder—*“Frankland
River”. He met a few of the drivers that had
passed us, one of which passed on the gravel
— Devo commented that he ate his dust! J

Day 4 Frankland to Mt Barker
70km

D1 71.90km; D2 270.16km; Time 3h33°51”;
Av 20.2km/h; Max 46.0km/h

10:00am start — a good start to the day as it
was down hill (all roads lead up to Frankland!)
Both were a bit sore on the seat but other than
that we were feeling good. The road prior to
lunch was good - nice undulations and thus a
nice cruising speed in the mid 20’s. Had
lunch at Lake Nunijup (see photo on the front
page), it was worth the short detour on the
gravel.

After lunch cruised to the highway, we
dragged off a tractor in the paddock — it
passed us on the road. Albany Highway was
okay, a few trucks — their drivers were okay.
TransWA bus driver had a lot to be desired!
Two long hills on the road, the one after Fox
River was long.

Got into camp at 3:05pm, set up camp and
then wandered into town by foot. BBQ steak
and salad in pocket bread sandwich for din-
ner — very nice!

Spoke with Kleber as arranged and gave him
the good news that we had made it to Mt
Barker as planned.

Day 5 Mt Barker to Albany
52km
D1 56.04km; D2 326.24km; Time 2h08°237;
Av 26.2km/h; Max 51.5km/h

9:50am departure from Mt Barker, after a
short climb the next 4km was down hill.
Stopped into Mt Romance for a short break
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