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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tours and Events. (Check the CTAWA website for details).  

¶ Social Night - 24 June 2026 

¶ OYB Great Southern Explorer Tour - 24th October to 1st November 2026 

¶ Pinjarra Spoke Tourï 29th November to 4th December 2026 

Dear Members, 
 
It has been another fantastic Autumn of pedalling, ca-
maraderie, and exploring the beautiful landscapes of 
Western Australia. As we look back on some highly suc-
cessful recent trips, we also have some incredibly excit-
ing events on the horizon. 
1. Major Congratulations to Vanessa! 
Before we dive into club events, I want to take a mo-
ment to celebrate an absolutely stellar achievement by 
one of our members. 
A massive congratulations to Vanessa on qualifying for 
the UCI Gravel World Championships! This is an ex-
traordinary achievement and a testament to her dedica-
tion, grit, and hard work on the bike. Making it to the 
world stage is no small feat, and the entire CTAWA 
community is incredibly proud of you, Vanessa. We will 
all be cheering you on! 
2. The "On Your Bike" Tour: A Fresh New For-
mat! 
I am thrilled to share a major update regarding our flag-
ship On Your Bike Tour. This year, we are trialling 
a spoke tour format, a design that many of you will al-
ready be familiar with from our highly successful spoke 
tours held at Bridgetown and Busselton. 
Why the Change? Instead of packing up camp and 
moving to a new location every single day, we will be 
basing ourselves out of a central "hub" at 3  locations. 
What this means for you: You only have to set up 
your camp at Albany; Denmark and Mt Barker. We will 
radiate outward on different, specially selected loop 
rides (the "spokes"), returning to the comfort of our 
central base every afternoon. 
This format eliminates the logistical headache of daily 
packing, reduces fatigue, and offers a much more re-
laxed, social atmosphere in the evenings. We believe 
this will make the On Your Bike Tour more accessible 
and enjoyable for everyone. Registrations are now 
open.  
3. Upcoming Pinjarra Spoke Tour (Organised by 
Trevor) 
Looking beyond OYB, Trevor has organised our 
next Spoke Tour based in Pinjarra. 
Important Note on Accommodation: Pinjarra has 
limited accommodation options if you donôt intend to 

camp, theses can fill up rapidly. If you are planning to 
join us, please ensure you book your accommodation 
well in advance to avoid missing out. 
A huge thank you to Trevor for putting the legwork into 
planning this event for us! 
4. Tour Wrap-Up: Northam, York & Toodyay 
We must extend a massive vote of thanks to Liz Mar-
shall for organising and leading an absolutely fabulous 
tour through the historic Avon Valley region recently. 
The group journeyed through Northam, York, and 
Toodyay, enjoying some pristine country roads and 
spectacular scenery. Not to mention the bakery treats! 
The tour wrapped up beautifully with everyone return-
ing safely to the Ellenbrook train station.  
Tours like this donôt just happenðthey require an im-
mense amount of planning and leadership. Thank you, 
Liz, for delivering such a memorable and seamless ex-
perience for our members. 
 
Closing Thoughts 
Whether you are training for our upcoming achieve-
ment rides, preparing for the new-look On Your Bike 
Tour, or just enjoying our weekly social rides, thank you 
for making the CTAWA such a vibrant and supportive 
community. 
Ride safe and enjoy your cycling! I look forward to see-
ing you all out on the road soon. 
 
Noel 
President 



 

 

 

DEADLINES: Contributions for the 
next issue (Spring 2026) should be sent 
to the Editor (editor@ctawa.asn.au) no 
later than 25  August 2026. 

DISCLAIMER: Opinions or comments 
from contributors and members do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Club, its 
committee, the Editor, or its 
membership as a whole. 
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The Chain Letter 

The Chain Letter is published by the  

Cycle Touring Association of WA (Inc.) 

every Three months. 

We welcome articles and photos on: 

¶ Rides you have done, in WA or 

elsewhere in Australia or the world 

¶ Articles on bicycles, cycling gear, 

maintenance or safety 

¶ News of membersðwhether related 

to rides or not 

¶ Health, physiology, exercise 

programs or anything else related  

to the  rider 

¶ Riding tips or techniques 

¶ Cycling trivia or quizzes 

¶ Letters to the Editoré 

The Editor will be grateful!! Copy and 

photos (at least 500kB) should be sent 

to: editor@ctawa.asn.au. 
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Please shoot us an update if your contact information changes (so we can 
keep our database up to speed). 

Email: members@ctawa.asn.au 

If you have safety issues ð email info@ctawa.asn.au  

All riders are encouraged to report path and road hazards observed during their rides. 

You should email a clear summary, subject óHazard reportô, including details of the 

location and the problem (with a photo if you have a camera at the time) to: https://

www.transport.wa.gov.au/activetransport/online-hazard-report-form.asp and/
or enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au (send a copy to info@ctawa.asn.au). 

NOTICES 

1. COVID.  The CTAWA abides by the latest WA government regulations. 
COVID-19 coronavirus (www.wa.gov.au) . If unwell please donôt attend 
the clubôs events. 

2. CTAWA MEMBERSHIP. Membership to the CTAWA is not valid until 
Membership Fees are paid in full. 

3. SCAM  E-MAILS. Be careful when viewing emails and then downloading 
attachments from  purported CTAWA members. They may not be genuine. 

Welcome to New Members 

Duncan Ross                                        Andrea Mayer                                  Deborah Martin 
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Cycling and the Law 3 

OUT AND ABOUT  

Riding through the cemetery at Karrakatta 

Four day Avon Valley ride 

Coffee break at Serpentine Dam on the 
100km Challenge Ride 

Orienteering ride at Whiteman Park 

The CTAWA have day rides around Perth on Wednesday and Sunday mornings, fortnightly Thursday 
lunch rides in winter and night rides in Summer and extended tours. Hereôs some photos. 
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ON YOUR BIKE 
FORESTS AND MURALS TOUR 

18th ï26th October 2025 
 

By Randell Holland 
 

 
The OYB Forests and Murals Tour was organised by the Cycle Touring Assoc. of WA  and run by volunteers. 
There were approximately 75 participants. 
 
 
SATURDAY  18 OCTOBER Coolup to Harvey ï 48.6 km 
 
My OYB tour started with the Lovely Wife dropping me off at 
the small township of Coolup.  When I arrived riders were eve-
rywhere getting organised. Itôs always interesting to catch up 
with the regular OYB participants,  meet the newbies and won-
der what happened to the missing OYB-ers from last year. Then 
I found my ole mate and cycling buddy Ken, put my luggage 
bags in the truck and then went into the hall to be introduced to 
the organisers. A coffee, cake and a ham and salad roll to eat on 
the way was provided by the locals. The ride today was a nice 
and flat ride into Harvey, mostly large green paddocks and cows with gum trees on the road verges. When we 
followed other riders and ended up on South West Hwy I new Iôd made my first rookie error, never just follow 
others, assuming they know where they are going. Itôs always a good idea to familiarise yourself with the route 
before you head off and keep the tour booklet with directions on your person. At Harvey I tried to remember 
how to set up the tent, worked it out then joined the other volunteers to find out our volunteer roles. My job 
was bike security. As usual a brilliant and filling dinner in the recreation hall. 

  
SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER Harvey to Bunbury ï 61.9 km 
 
The ride to Bunbury started off sunny but there were nasty 
looking clouds on the horizon. By the time we reached 
Leschenault Inlet the heavens opened up and our little group 
huddled together under a few trees offering some scant cover. I 
then rode through in the cold and rain and took refuge for an 
hour from the showers at the Hello Summer Caf® at Koombana 
Bay. Sodden and shivering cold I arrived at Carey Park and put 
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up my tent in between the rainy spells. Later, a warm shower was required to thaw 
me out.  After the dinner that night the complementary tour shirts were handed out 
(a long sleeved, zip up, dark grey jacket with embroidered tour motif) ,very nice and 
warm for those cold nights. That night I checked the bikes and found a few un-
locked. Not knowing who rides them I rationalised that cyclists just have to take re-
sponsibility for their own bikes and if they find they disappear during the 
night...well sorry but we canôt be constantly checking them.  
 
MONDAY 20 OCTOBER Bunbury to Donnybrook ï 73.8 km 
 

Today rain showers were on and off 
all day and we started to encounter 
some hills and Jarrah forests. Leav-
ing Bunbury was pretty miserable 
but the showers abated and the first stop was the Elgon Vol-
unteer Fire Fighters shed. Next was Capel with plenty of op-
portunities for coffee and cake, and then we viewed the many 
murals around town. After a few ups and downs we stopped 
at the picturesque Iron Stone Gully Falls for a walk and ad-
mire the local forest. We arrived at the modern Donnybrook 
recreation centre mid afternoon and I managed to put up the 
tent just before the rain bucketed down. 

 
TUESDAY 21 OCTOBER Donnybrook to Collie ï 63.4 km 
 
The first destination was at the Donnybrook Bakery to get a roll for lunch, then we 
passed many fruit orchards and arrived at Frogs Hollow. I was expecting a swampy 
nature reserve with lots of croaking going on, but found a bushland nook with kitsch 
frog gnomes everywhere é.and theyôre breeding. After Lowden we had to climb a 
fairly decent hill of 280 metres before Gnomesville where we had our coffee break 
and wandered around the millions of gnomes along the creek. We even added our 
own OYB2025 gnome, good luck trying to find him.  
Whilst there, terrible news came in that there had been a fatal accident along our 
route and the road was closed. Unfortunately quite a few riders had already left, so 
Terry had to work out what was going on, then the remaining riders had to return to 
Lowden then onward to Collie via the Collie-Preston Road, so it ended up being a 
long day on the bike. That night, at about 12pm, we were visited by (Mentally Un-
steady) Eddy who climbed on the football stand roof, ranted and rode his bike 
around the tents in the dead still of the night. Apparently a harmless promising local 
footballer, who took too many drugs according to the ground caretaker. I was glad 
all the bikes had been locked away inside whilst in Collie. 
 
WEDNESDAY 22 OCTOBER  Rest Day to explore Collie and surrounds 
 
Today was a day to take it easy, have a sleep in, enjoy the sunshine and do some exploring in Collie. Many 
checked out the multitude of artistic murals and local museums, especially the Bicycle Museum. Last night we 
were asked if we wanted the famous OYB porridge this morning and it was a resounding óYesô then the break-
fast ladies asked for volunteers to get up at 5am to prepare and stir the porridge. So no volunteers, thus no 
porridge, fair enough too. 
Alas another day and another drama. Whilst the tour bus was 
taking folks to see the Giant Mural at Wellington Dam one of 
the tyres blew out and the spare tyre was in a dangerous condi-
tion. Thankfully Terry (Problem Solver Extraordinaire) sorted 
out the situation and had to drive to Bunbury to purchase a 
new tyre. 
For dinner that night we all went into town and ate at a variety 
of hotels and restaurants. Later that night Boris and Lucy 
played their ukuleles and sang some songs whilst others played 
the card game Five Crowns. 
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THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER Collie to Harvey ï 47.9 km 
 
Another beautiful day and after a stop at the Collie Wagon for a coffee 
we headed though the Jarrah forests and hills along Mornington Road 
which has a safe, wide shoulder. There was a great descent down the 
Darling Scarp then nice and flat to Harvey, our destination for the sec-
ond time on tour.  Of course we headed straight to the local caf®, as per 
usual, then set up our tents. That night it was a short and dark walk to 
the bowling club for dinner. The OYB dinners are top class and often 
the more gluttonous folks (like me) can have seconds.  Alas, they are 
the only cycle tours I do that I actually put on weight. In fact, the big-
gest expense of the OYB tours, by far, are the dinners.  
 
FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER Harvey to Waroona ï 55.4 km 
 

The day started promising with sunshine. The coffee break was at 
the small town off Yarloop that was devastated by a bushfire in 2016. 
Not long after leaving town the rain and wind swept in. The country-
side was very open without much shelter so I just soldiered on. To-
tally soaked and freezing as I entered Waroona I made another rook-
ie mistake of going to the first caf® I encountered. The caf® was inun-
dated with riders and the poor sole lady running it obviously wasnôt 
used to such numbers. She even got one of us to go to the supermar-
ket to buy some bread. By now I was shivering and waiting twenty 
minutes for a lukewarm soup seamed to take forever. I then made 

for the Waroona Recreation Ground and set up the tent between downpours and  then thawed out with an 
extra hot shower. 
 
 
SATURDAY 25 OCTOBER Waroona to Dwellingup ï 40.0 km 
 
Perfect riding weather today. Lots of ups and downs in the forest but only 40kms 
so quite manageable. It started with a steep climb up the scarp then down into 
the Murray River valley then another long ascent to Dwellingup. That night we 
walked over to the town hall for dinner. Two years previously on another OYB 
tour a few local youths from the skate park next door started to take an un-
healthy interest in the bikes and walking amongst them, so I hung around just in 
case. Thankfully, there was no delinquent youth hanging around this time. As 
usual another hearty meal and itôs always a hard choice between apple crumble 
and sticky date pudding for sweets.  
 

SUNDAY 26 OCTOBER Dwellingup to Coolup ï 41.6 km 
 

Sadly the last day of the tour. Everyone packed up their tents 
and placed their gear in the truck for the last time.  
Except me, as Iôm going to load my up panniers with all my 
stuff and ride to Mandurah, then catch the train home. 
After goodbyes, I join some riders at the Blue Wren Caf® for 
final coffees then itôs a nice downhill, then flat into Pinjarra. 
Looks like weôre the last group to leave Dwellingup and as Iôm 
a super slow descender, Iôm the last person to get to the tour 
mini-bus.  Looks like someone has forgotten to sign off their 
name, so that creates a little confusion for Steve, who has to 
try contacting him.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Another great On Your Bike tour with interesting destinations, pleasant cycling and hard working volunteers 
solving all sorts of problems. This years On Your Bike Tour will be in the Great Southern region of WA with a 
novel, semi spoke tour aspect.  Weôll only stay at three towns but there will still be  7 days of cycling. So come 
along for some enjoyable riding in the countryside and meeting some new adventure loving cyclists. 
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Some more  Forests and Mural Tour 2025 Photos 


