Cycle Touring Association
of WA (Inc)
presents

Southern Forests
Tour 2022

Saturday 15 — Sunday 23 October 2022
Balingup — Donnybrook — Boyup Brook — Bridgetown
Manjimup — Northcliffe — Pemberton — Nannup — Balingup

he

202
2

rn

Your Bi

ur

O
Sout

Southern Forests
Tour 2022

n

ke

On Your Bike

Forests To

Welcome to the 34th ‘On Your Bike’ tour. This fully supported cycling tour is
organised by the Cycle Touring Association of WA Inc. through the voluntary work
of its members.
This year the tour will see us revisit the Southern Forests. Although we have toured
parts of this area five times before only one previous tour has focussed just on the
Southern Forests – the Tall Timber Tour of 1996. This is a very special part of the
south west with a long and rich cultural heritage. The Wardandi and Bibulmun
people have lived in this forest country for nearly 50,000 years and European
settlement commenced in the 1840s. We will experience the best of this tall timber
Jarrah and Karri forrest country.
Starting at Balingup we head northwards to Donnybrook then southwards to
Boyup Brook through remnant Jarrah forest and rolling horticulture farmland. We
then cross the Blackwood River three times as we ride west to Bridgetown then
south to Manjimup. Lots to see and do in Manji on the ‘rest’ day. Then into the
heart of Karri forest country as we head south to Northcliffe before turning north
again to Pemberton and then Nannup. Finally a lovely ride along the meandering
Blackwood River before returning to Balingup.
Please take the time to read this booklet as it will advise you about how to prepare
yourself, what to bring, how to join the tour and what to expect from day to day.
The booklet has comprehensive route directions and profiles to help you ride each
day without getting lost. The daily notes contain some interesting information and
history about the region and the towns that we will be travelling through.
The tour would not be possible without the hard work of the committee which
consists of Brian, Christine, Ann, Sue, Terry and Roy. Major events of this scale are
over 12 months in the planning and rely on voluntary work and commitment of not
only the OYB team but also other club members who collectively ensure the tour’s
organisation runs smoothly.
Brian McAuliffe and Christine Liddiard
Tour Co-Leaders

THINGS TO BRING
BIKE

• A light weight, touring or hybrid bike in
good mechanical condition.
− A wide range of gears
− Good tyres
− Good brakes
− A comfortable saddle

ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT TO
ACCOMPANY YOUR BIKE
• Bike helmet (to be worn at all times
while cycling – compulsory in WA)
• Water bottles (at least 2)
• A pump
• A pannier or similar clip-on bag
containing:
− Two spare tubes
− Spanners/multi tool
− Tyre levers
− Puncture repair kit
− Screw drivers
− Allen keys
− Bike lock
− Small first aid kit
− Sunscreen
− Insect repellent
− Fly Net / Veil
− Toilet paper
− Rain Jacket
− Mug for Morning Tea
− Camera
− Teddy Bear/Tour mascot
− Emergency food rations
(e.g. chocolate, muesli bars, and
jelly snakes to hand out to your
friends)

IMPORTANT NOTE

Do NOT pack the cycling gear that you will
need on the first day’s ride from Balingup to
Donnybrook. After your luggage has been
loaded onto the truck it will NOT be
accessible until Donnybrook.
As luggage may get wet it is recommended
that clothes, sleeping bag etc. are packed into
plastic bags before placing them inside your
luggage.

YOUR LUGGAGE

Your luggage allowance is 2 bags for each
person with the total weight not exceeding a
maximum of 20kg. No one bag may be more
than 12kg. Please note your luggage will be
weighed at the check-in. Weight limits have

been imposed as bags above the limits are
too heavy for our volunteer luggage loaders
to safely and efficiently handle.
We suggest you pack your gear in soft
(duffle style) bags that do not exceed 1
metre in length. One bag can be for your
tent, sleeping bag, cutlery, plates etc and the
other for your clothes and personal items.
Each bag should be labelled with the name
labels provided. The following is an example
of a check list of items to bring:
• Camping Gear
− Water proof tent
− Plastic hammer
− Inflatable mattress (e.g.
Thermarest, Exped)
− Sleeping bag
− Small / inflatable pillow
• Eating Utensils (required for breakfasts
and some evening meals).
− Unbreakable plate, bowl & mug
− Cutlery
− Tea Towel
• Cycle Clothing
− Cycling knicks
− Colourful tops long / short sleeves
− Shoes suitable for cycling
• Casual Clothing
− Light weight trousers / shorts
− Light weight long and short
sleeved shirts / blouses
− Footwear
− Thermals
• Accessories
− Toiletries
− Multi-size basin plug
− Torch
− Microfibre towel
− Laundry supplies
− Ear plugs
− Labelled electronic device
charger and cable

TRANSPORT
Participants taking transport from
Kwinana to Balingup
You will need to meet in Kwinana Station
Carpark 1 off Thomas Road (north side of
the station) on Saturday 15 October with
your labelled luggage and labelled bike.
Please report to OYB committee member,
Ann, to check in.

Ann will be near the luggage truck and
recognisable by the red dot on her name
badge. At check in you will receive your
name badge and voucher for your lunch in
Balingup. Please present your luggage
and bike for loading. To facilitate the early
bike loading, please report from 8:00am
and no later than 8:45am.
Participants starting from Balingup
You will need to meet at Balingup & Districts
Sports Ground, 21569 South Western
Highway, Balingup with your labelled
luggage and labelled bike. Please report to
OYB committee member Christine, to check
in. Christine will be recognisable by the red
dot on her name badge. At check in you will
receive your name badge and voucher for
your lunch. Christine will also give directions
to the secure parking area, which is less than
1km from the Sports Ground. A $10 parking
fee to be paid per vehicle for people wishing
to park in the secure parking. All care but no
responsibility taken by the OYB Committee.
Please report from 10:30am and no later
than 11:30am.
For ALL Participants
Lunch will be provided at Balingup for all
participants.

RETURN JOURNEY

• Participants should aim to arrive at
Balingup no later than 11:30am.
• Morning tea and takeaway lunch will be
provided to all participants.
• For participants taking the organised
transport back to Kwinana, the
anticipated arrival time is 3:00pm at the
Kwinana Train Station car park.

LUGGAGE ARRANGEMENTS

• Prior to Tour:
To make it easier to travel by train to
Kwinana with only your bike, luggage
can be dropped off no later than the
Thursday evening before tour:
North: contact Brian in Karrinyup on
0438 110 571
South: contact Terry in East Victoria
Park on 0439 922 765
• On Tour:
Your luggage must be delivered to the
truck each day by 9:00am unless
otherwise advised.

Luggage will be delivered to the next
campsite each day.

SUPPORT VEHICLES

Two support vehicles will be available each day:
• A 12 seater bus with an attached bike trailer
provides supplies for morning tea and can
collect riders and bikes if required.
• Another vehicle equipped with a rack to
carry two bikes will follow the tour route,
assisting with breakdowns along the way
and supporting riders with water
replenishment. Please contact Mark
Stupart on 0448 844 585 if you encounter
a problem en-route.
• Private support vehicles may not
accompany the tour.

CAMPING

• We will be camping at local sports grounds.
Please pitch your tent where directed for the
convenience of others using the grounds and
for your own convenience and security.
• We use toilet and shower facilities
associated with the sports facility. In
some cases it may be necessary to
allocate shower times.
• Please do not consume alcohol in the
camping area.
• Please keep the camping area quiet
after 10:00pm and before 6:30am for
those trying to sleep.
• Please tidy the area before you leave.
• The best time to leave each morning is
from 8:30am onwards so as to ensure that
the support vehicles have all necessary
direction signs on the road.

MEALS
• Breakfast:
− A self service breakfast is
provided every morning from
7am to 8am.
− Hot porridge, cereals, toast with
various spreads as well as tea,
coffee and Milo are provided.
− You provide bowl/plate/cutlery/mug.
− Hot water washing up bowls will be
available to wash your dirty dishes.
− A fruit box will be available to
take one piece of fruit (to
consume en-route).

• Morning Tea:
− Hot drinks: tea, coffee and Milo
will be available.
− You provide your own mug.
− A hot water washing up bowl will
be available to wash your mug.
• Lunch:
− Lunch is provided on the first and
last days in Balingup.
− You are responsible for your own
lunch on the other days. You will be
advised on tour of the options available.
• Evening Meal:
− A sit down two course evening
meal is provided at 6:00pm at the
campsite venue or at a venue a
short walk from the campsite.
− The meal is provided by a local
caterer or community group.
− You will be informed on tour if
the venue is licensed or BYO.

BIKE INFORMATION
• Bike Preparation
− It is vital that your bike is in good
working order before you start
the tour.
− It is recommended that you take
the bike that you intend to use to
a reliable mechanic for a
professional service.
• Bike Maintenance on Tour
The tour truck will carry a comprehensive
bicycle tool kit, with a tub of donated
serviceable used parts eg tyres, tubes and
equipment sufficient to cover the majority of
repairs encountered on route.
Each afternoon between 4 pm and 5 pm a
small group of tour volunteers with
mechanical aptitude will be available at the
campsite to provide minor adjustments to
areas such as brakes and gearing. Repairs of
a more significant nature will be undertaken,
subject to the availability of parts. This is
totally free service provided at no cost to all
tour participants.

BIKE WORKSHOP

On Day 2 at the Boyup Brook camp site
there will be a bike workshop at 4pm lasting
for about an hour. It will cover basic on the
road maintenance, riding techniques and
how to ride in a group. It is recommended
that any inexperienced or first time ‘On Your
Bikers’ come along and pick up a few tips to
help your riding.

HEALTH

• Basic First Aid will be available if
needed on tour.
• Please carry your Medicare card.
• Please inform the OYB committee in
advance of any medical conditions
which may be cause for concern.

SAFE CYCLING RULES

On Your Bike’s safety record over the 32
years that it has been running is nothing
short of outstanding and the envy of many
sporting events. This has not been just a
‘lucky fluke’ it’s been by persistent
adherence to some basic safety rules.
• Move completely off the road when you
stop.
• Ride in single file where there are double
lines or on highways.
• Never ride more than two abreast at all
other times.
• Do not stop on blind crests or corners.
• Warn others around you of your intentions
e.g. call out ‘Stopping’ or ‘Slowing’.
• Warn others around you of hazards on the
road e.g. call out ‘Pothole’ or ‘Glass’.
• Headphones must not be worn while
riding.
• Do not use a mobile phone while riding.
• Keep alert – most accidents happen when
concentration lapses.

INSURANCE

Provide your own insurance to cover
personal belongings, accident and liability.

ENQUIRIES

If you have any questions then please call
Brian on 0438 110 571 or email
oyb@ctawa.asn.au

For those who have chosen the transport option, the
tour starts after we have loaded the bikes and luggage
on the truck at the Kwinana Train Station carpark on the
Mandurah line. The coach and truck will transport you,
your luggage and bike to Balingup. Remember to take
your helmet, water bottle and wear your cycling gear
on the coach, as you will be riding from Balingup to
Donnybrook and will not have access to your luggage
once packed on the truck at Kwinana.
Those electing to drive to Balingup proceed to the
Balingup & Districts Sports ground on South West
Highway. You will be given instructions at check in on
where the secure car parking is located.
The tour starts at the Balingup & Districts Sports
ground in Balingup. Lunch and refreshments will be
provided to all riders and then it is on your bike
heading northwards to Donnybrook.
Today’s ride is all on quiet country back roads. The
initial climb north-east out of Balingup will get you
warmed up. It leads up through farmland to the Kerr
Conservation Park. After enjoying a lovely ride under
the canopy of this old-growth Jarrah forest we will curl
back towards Kirup. After the water stop we will turn
right into Brookhampton Road and then descend
through farmland towards Donnybrook. On the way

take a look at the old Brookhampton Hall (built in 1899)
with war memorial and old oak tree at about 37km on
your left. The hall has been the home of the
Brookhampton Bell Ringers since 1903.
Take a look at Donnybrook on your way to the
campsite. First settlement started at Donnybrook in
1842 and a railway line from Bunbury, that would
eventually go all the way to Northcliffe, arrived in 1893.
Notice the Donnybrook stone on many fences,
pathways and historic buildings in the town.

Kwinana Train Station to Balingup by coach – 200 km
Balingup to Donnybrook – 48.6 km

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER

As you are riding through the town check out some of
the quirky street sculptures – the Sculpture Stalk - and
wall art by local artists. Visit the Sandakan Park
memorial on Abel Street. In 1991 Ted McLaughlin, an
ex-POW and resident of Boyup Brook, erected a
memorial for three of his friends who had died at

The name of the town is derived from the Aboriginal
name of the nearby watercourse that is said to mean
‘place of big smoke’ or ‘place of big stones’. The
area was first settled in 1854 by Commodore Scott
and the town gazetted in 1900. By 1909 a railway line
from Donnybrook had reached the settlement. There
were a large number of timber mills operating in the
district prior to the Second World War with the last
closing in 1982.

Stretch your legs for a nice ride through rolling
farmland along the Donnybrook - Kojonup Road to
Boyup Brook today. First we head east following the
Preston River up its valley towards Mumballup. Along
the way take a look at Yabberup Hall, used as a
gathering point for local families since 1894. After
some morning tea at Mumballup we turn south-east
tracing the Preston River to its headwaters near
Noggerup before pushing on to Boyup Brook.

The Caravan Park we are camping at was originally
part of the Flax Mill complex. When war was declared
in 1939 the Department of Defence acquired the land
to build the Flax Mill to supply flax fibre to make tents,
parachute harnesses, webbing, tarpaulins and fire
hoses for the armed services. Boyup Brook was an
ideal place for growing good quality flax. The Mill
operated
under the
defence
force until
1949 when
a Grower
Co-op was
formed and
it continued
to process
flax until
1965.

Sandakan. This was the first place in Australia to erect
a memorial to the 2,000 Australians who died as
prisoners at Sandakan Camp and on the death march
in North Borneo during 1944 to 1945.

Donnybrook to Boyup Brook – 77.9 km

SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER

Bridgetown has a rich mix of talented local artists and
crafts-people. Enjoy the Bridgetown Art Trail – an
eclectic mix of sculpture and murals by local artists. The
works are clustered around Hampton Street and Stere
Street in the centre of the town. Take a look at the
Brierley Jigsaw Gallery 154 Hampton Street. The Gallery

First settled in 1857, Bridgetown was connected to
Donnybrook by a road constructed by convicts in 1861.
The Donnybrook to Bridgetown section of the
‘Northcliffe Branch’ railway line was completed in 1898.
If you would like to know more about the history of the
only Heritage Listed town in the South West, check out
the Bridgetown Heritage Trail. This starts opposite the
Visitor Information Centre 154 Hampton Street, which
we will pass on the way to the campsite.

After packing up we continue our journey south east
before turning westwards towards Bridgetown. Shortly
after leaving Boyup Brook we will cross the Blackwood
River – the largest river in the south west. As we ride
through rolling farmland we will see the full range of
horticulture produced in this region – vineyards,
orchards and vegetable crops. We cross the Blackwood
River again about half way along the ride before
returning to it at Bridgetown.

houses hundreds of jigsaw puzzles collected since the
1940s. It is one of only two jigsaw galleries in the world
and the only collection of its kind in the Southern
Hemisphere. Mrs Brierley arrived in Bridgetown in 1940.
Often in the evenings, the family would work together
on jigsaw puzzles, which when completed would be
mounted and hung on walls around the family farm.
When Mrs Brierley opened a guesthouse at the end of
the war, visitors also completed puzzles and often, when
returning to various corners of the world would send
gifts of new puzzles. Thus the collection grew.

Boyup Brook to Bridgetown - 54 km

MONDAY 17 OCTOBER

Enjoy a well earned morning tea stop at the Donnelly
River Village, a historic mill town set in the middle of
towering Karri forest. The Donnelly river site was first
used as a timber mill by the Wheatley family in 1912 to
cut telegraph poles and their cross arms, but it closed
two years later. Bunnings Brothers took over the
Wheatley Mill during the post World War II building
boom. The new mill and townsite were officially opened
in 1951. The village consisted of 35 workers’ cottages, the
Mill Club (the first club to allow women), boarding house,
general store, butcher’s shop, first aid post, school, sports
oval and swimming pool. The mill workers, their wives
and children formed a tight knit community. The
workforce at its peak reached a maximum of about 150 in
1965. The mill closed in 1978. The village is Heritage
Listed and provides tourist accomodation in the original,
renovated workers cottages. Donnelly River Village is the
official halfway town on both the Bibbulmun Track and

As we leave Bridgetown we cross the Blackwood River
again and follow it briefly before climbing out of the river
valley as we head south. Enjoy the rolling farmland on
quiet country roads before heading south west and
entering the tranquility of nature in state forest. We are
back in Jarrah forest now but starting to see Karri forest
emerge as we enter the Donnelly River valley.

The town was named after the Noongar words ‘Manjin’ (a
broad-leafed edible reed) and ‘up’ (meeting place or
place of). Manjimup was first settled by timber cutter
Thomas Muir, who took up land near the present town
site in 1856. It was declared a town in 1910 and the
Northcliffe Branch railway was pushed through from
Bridgetown in 1911. The population expanded when
Manjimup became part of the post-World War I ‘Group
Settlement Scheme’- assisted migration of post-war
unemployed in Britain to open up large tracts of potential
agricultural land. This was largely unsuccessful because
the land was difficult to clear and many of the new
settlers were not experienced farmers. The settlers who
stayed became dairy farmers, which ended during the
1930s Great Depression when the price of butterfat
collapsed. Today timber is the town’s major industry but it
has been joined by fruit and vegetable farms, dairy farms,
wool, grain and vineyards. Manjimup is the leading
Australian-mainland producer of black truffles, supplying
to restaurants in Perth, Sydney and Melbourne with
requests for samples coming from France and Germany.

Resume the ride south-east through Jarrah forest before
coming out again onto farmland on the way to Manjimup.

the Munda Biddi Trail.

Bridgetown to Manjimup - 54.4 km

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

Maybe you just want to chill out and enjoy one of the nine
restaurants/cafes or one of the five wineries near the town. Manjimup
is the birthplace of the Pink Lady and Bravo apples and award winning
wines. One of the largest producers of Black Truffle in the world.

Feeling arty? Take a look at the Manjimup Art Gallery – host to regular
exhibitions taking inspiration from the region’s flora, fauna, heritage
and farming. Check out the Butter Factory and Apple Picker
interpretive street sculpture icons by Tony Windberg in Mottram
Street.

Get your washing done early because there is a lot to see and do in
Manji. Explore the Manjimup Heritage Park – home to the State
Timber Museum, Age of Steam Museum and PowerUp Electricity
Museum as well as the Historical Hamlet. Watch the Manjimup
Woodturners work their magic from 11am to 2pm at the Wood Turners
Studio in the Heritage Park. Feeling more active? Then check out the
adventure playground and tallest slide in the southern hemisphere in
the Heritage Park or go to the nearby AquaCentre which is heated for
use all year round. Entry fees apply.

Rest Day, Explore Manjimup

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER

Enjoy the morning tea break at Quinninup. In the local
Aboriginal language the name means ‘place of Zamia
Palm’ and was first settled in 1924 as part of the Group
Settlement Scheme to assist migrants seeking a new life
after World War I. Continuing our journey along
Wheatley Coast Road we will ride through Karri and
Jarrah forest then farmland before arriving at Northcliffe.
Primarily a dairy farming area since the region was
populated under the Group Settlement Scheme of the
1920’s and 30’s. The Northcliffe Branch railway was
pushed through from Pemberton in 1933. The district
was also a centre for the tobacco and logging industries
until both ceased, the former in 1960 and the latter
under the Regional Forestry Agreement of 1999.

On the road again heading south-east from Manjimup
along the Muir Highway. Mostly downhill today as we
head closer to the coast. The first part of the ride is
mainly through remnant Jarrah forest with some rolling
farmland. Then we turn off onto the quieter Wheatley
Coast Road and curl around to head south-west towards
Northcliffe. Enjoy riding through towering forests of
Karri, Marri and Jarrah with some patches of farmland.

Across the road from the Visitor Centre is the Northcliffe
Pioneer Museum with a collection of original items used
by the Northcliffe Group Settlers nearly 100 years ago. A
unique view of their domestic life and work on the dairy
farms on which the district was founded. The museum
includes an exhibition of Aboriginal tools thousands of
years old, ancient fossils millions of years old and a
photographic record of all native wildflowers growing in
the Northcliffe region.

Explore the Understory Sculpture Walk, a unique art in
nature trail that showcases the awe-inspiring Karri,
Jarrah and Marri forest of the Northcliffe Forest Park.
The 1.2 km walk circuit displays permanent and
temporary sculptures located along the trail, with poetry,
prose, storytelling, photography and music available
through audio tours. The Sculpture Walk commences
from the Visitor Centre. Open daily, last entry 3pm.

After settling in at the camp ground head down to the
Visitor Centre in Muirillup Road. The Centre contains the
Painted Tree Gallery – an ever-changing series of
exhibitions each year that reflect the identity and
interests of the local region.

Manjimup to Northcliffe – 58.7 km

THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER

The region was originally occupied by the Bibbulmun
people who knew the area as Wandergarup, which in
their language meant ‘plenty of water’. In 1913 the
new government-owned State Saw Mills began
construction of twin sawmills at the location to supply
half a million railway sleepers for the Trans-Australian

A little further on you have the option of another short
diversion (about 3.6 km return) to the right off the road
to see The Cascades waterfall. Alternatively, if you
have booked the optional Tram ride, you can push on
to Pemberton and catch the Pemberton Cascades
Tramway back through towering Karri and Marri forest
over trestle bridges to see The Cascades.

Today’s short ride to Pemberton will take us through
the heart of Karri forest country. Heading north-west
from Northcliffe we will cross through farmland
before entering the majestic Karri forest, including
the Brockman National Park, and descend to the
Warren River. Shortly after crossing the river you
could take a diversion left along the Old Vasse Road
to the Dave Evans Bicentennial Tree. This giant Karri
tree is able to be climbed and at 75m high is the
highest fire-lookout tree in the world. The diversion
to the tree and back is about 6 km.

Pemberton also has many restaurants and cafes if you
want to just chill out.

Pemberton has a thriving arts community with lots of
quality art, woodcraft and jewellery activity. The
Pemberton Arts Group promotes an arts culture within
the local community, encouraging emerging artists
and other artistic disciplines such as music and
creative writing. One of their biggest projects
undertaken was the Pemberton Artscape, an 80m
balustrade along the main street of Pemberton
together with a children’s project of complementary
pavers, all with the theme of the original forest
landscape of the district. Take a look at the Peter
Kovacsy Studio 89 Jamieson Street. An art glass studio
and sculpture gallery with large scale sculptures made
from cast glass, timber and metal.

Railway. The Northcliffe Branch railway was also
pushed through from Manjimup the same year to
transport the sleepers out. The private mill town was
well established but by 1921 there was community
agitation for a townsite to be declared and the
Pemberton townsite was gazetted in 1925. During
the 1920s the area was the focus of the Group
Settlement Scheme.

Northcliffe to Pemberton – 31.5 km

FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER

Nannup’s name is of Noongar origin, meaning either
‘stopping place’ or ‘place of parrots’, and was first
recorded by surveyors in the 1860s. In 1866 a bridge
was built over the Blackwood River and a police
station established. The townsite was gazetted in
1890. In 1909 the Nannup Branch Railway was
completed, linking to the Bunbury-Busselton railway.
The town has been menaced by a number of

At Nannup we have finally returned to the Blackwood
River. When you get to the Nannup Recreation and
Community Centre campsite put your feet up and
enjoy a well deserved cuppa.

Get an early start for the longest ride of the tour
today. The initial steep ride out of town up Pump Hill
Road will certainly test your legs and get you warmed
up. Heading north-west through the Big Brook Karri
forest before turning south-west to join the Vasse
Highway. A short while later you will come to the turn
off to Beedelup Falls. You could slip in to see the
Falls before continuing on our ride past Karri Valley
Resort. Then on through the tall Karri timbers of the
Greater Beedelup National Park. As we push
northwards towards Nannup the scenery changes to
be mostly Jarrah forest.

Nannup is a well preserved heritage timber town
from the early 1900s with bullnosed verandahs and
colourful weatherboard shop fronts. Tearooms, gift
stores, handmade furniture and a thriving art and
antique scene. There are also many beautiful gardens
and quirky local art dotted throughout the town.

bushfires and floods over the years. Bushfires
threatened the town in 1928, 1935, 1937 and again in
1950. The town was flooded by the Blackwood River
in 1945, 1946, 1947, 1949 and again in 1982 when the
remnants of a tropical cyclone passed through the
south west.

Pemberton to Nannup – 78.8 km

SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER

The last day takes us back to where we started on Day 1
of the tour. We head north-east out of Nannup following
the Blackwood River along on its southern side. A short
distance along off to your left the Reveley Bridge
provides a nice view of the River and its banks. Enjoy a
lovely easy ride along a quiet road following the
meandering path of the Blackwood River.
At the water stop point at Wrights Bridge we will cross
over the Blackwood River and follow the Balingup Brook
valley in a north-easterly direction to work our way up to
Balingup.
First settled in 1850, the town was established in 1898
when the branch railway from Bunbury that would
eventually go all the way to Northcliffe was constructed
from Donnybrook to Bridgetown with a stop at Balingup.
Balingup is known for fruit and vegetable growing and
more recently for beef cattle and organic produce. The
town hosts annual rural festivals, primarily the Small Farm
Field Day in late April and Medieval Carnivale in August.
If you have time take a look at the Golden Valley Tree
Park just south of the town on the Old Padbury Road
(about a 4 km round trip). The Park is beautiful in spring
with a collection of trees that was begun over a hundred
years ago and is now the largest arboretum in Western

Australia. Golden Valley’s Australian Collection showcases
the wide diversity of Australian native tree associations
from tall eucalypts through mallee woodlands to dry
season deciduous species and a range of rare West
Australian species.
Refreshments and a take-away lunch will be provided at
the Balingup & Districts Recreation Centre. It’s time now
to say goodbye to friends old and new before we go our
separate ways. We look forward to seeing you at next
year’s ‘On Your Bike’ Tour.

Nannup to Balingup – 43 km
Balingup to Kwinana Train Station by coach – 200 km

SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER

Notes

Below are some explanations of some of the items you may see on or
beside roads that we travel on but you may not have known what
they were.
Blue reflective pavement marker (cats eye) – found within towns and
cities these indicate the location of a fire hydrant and are usually located
close to the centre of the road (so that parked cars do not hide them) but
offset to one side to indicate which side of the road the hydrant is in.
Green plaques with white numbers – found along rural roads these are
the street addresses for rural properties. Their primary purpose is to allow
easy identification of properties for emergency services as well as for mail
deliveries and visitors. The numbering is a simple distance based system
based on how far the property entrance is from the nominated start of the
road. Odd numbers are on the left and even numbers on the right. If a
property’s number is 327, it’s on the left side and 3.27 km from the start of
the road. If the number is 1026, it’s on the right and 10.26 km from the
start.
White posts with black numbers – found at 2 km spacings along rural
highways and main roads these are SLK posts. They are used by Main
Roads WA to identify the location (SLK or straight line kilometre) along the
road for the Integrated Road Information System (IRIS) which stores
information about the road, including physical attributes, age, condition,
traffic etc. The SLK represents the distance in kilometres from the
nominated start of the road (the road being the highway or main road as
proclaimed under by the Main Roads Act). This is not necessarily the
same as the road name used in the rural street addresses. Some SLK
posts have the letters POE and two numbers (e.g. POE 121.85 = 122.10)
which represents a ‘point of equation’, and is used where the length of the
road has been changed due to a realignment. The example above
represents a realignment where the road got shorter and results in a ‘gap’
of 0.25 km. The point of equation is used so that the SLK for the rest of
the road beyond the realignment remains unchanged, very important for
roads that are hundreds and even thousands of kilometres long.
Blue guide posts – typically found along rural local government roads
these show the location of culverts (drainage pipes) under the road. On
the rural highways and main roads these posts are all white indicating
culverts and the half white posts are guide posts indicating the direction
of the road around curves.
Yellow posts with yellow tags – (hockey sticks) indicate the location of rare
and endangered flora.

If you have any comments or suggestions for
ways to make future OYB tours better, then
please don’t hesitate to contact us by either
writing to:
‘On Your Bike WA’ PO Box 174
Wembley, WA 6913
or alteratively send an email to:
oyb@ctawa.asn.au

On tour contact numbers
Brian

0438 110 571

Christine

0400 570 077

Mark

0448 844 585

Emergency
000
(Police, Fire, Ambulance)
Non-emergency
Police

131444
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